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CHAPTER 14, LAWS OF 1967

AN ACT to amend 204.30 (4) and 260.11 (1) of the statutes, relating to
direct action against insurance companies.

The people of the state of Wisconsin, represented in senate and assembly,
do enact as follows:

SECTION 1. 204.30 (4) of the statutes is'amended to read:

204.30 (4) Any bond or policy of insurance covering liability to others
by reason of the operation of a motor vehicle shall be deemed and construed
to contain the following conditions: That the insurer shall be liable to the
persons entitled to recover for the death of any person, or for injury to per-
son or propeérty, irrespective of whether such liability be in praesenti or
contingent and to become fixed or certain by final judgment against the in-
sured, when caused by the negligent operation, management, control, main-
tenance, use or defective construction of the vehicle described therein, such
liability not to exceed thelam)()unt nained in said bond or policy.

SECTION 2. 260.11 (1) of the statutes is amended to read:

260.11 (1) Any person may be made a defendant who has or claims
an interest in the controversy adverse to the plaintiff, or who is a necessary
party to a complete determination or settlement of the questions involved
therein. A plaintiff may join as defendants persons against whom the right
to relief is alleged to exist in the alternative, although recovery against one
may be inconsistent with recovery against the other; and in all such actions
the recovery of costs by any of the parties to the action shall be in the dis-
cretion' of the court. In any action for damages caused by the negligent
operation, management ex; control, maintenance, use or defective construc-
tion of a motor vehicle, any insurer of motor vehicles, which has an interest
in the outcome of such controversy adverse to the plaintiff or any of the par-
tiés to such controversy, or which by its policy of insurance assumes or re-
serves the right to control the prosecution, defense or settlement of the claim
or action of the plaintiff or any of the parties to such claim or action; or
which by its policy agrees to prosecute or defend the action brought by the
plaintiff or any of the parties to such action, or agrees to engage counsel to
prosecute or defend said action, or agrees to pay the costs of such litigation;
is by this section made a proper party defendant in any action brought by
plaintiff in this state on account of any claim against the insured. The
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secident or injury oecurred in the state of Wi si If the policy of insur-
ance was issued or delivered outside the state of Wisconsin, the insurer'is by
this section made a proper party defendant only if the accident or injury oc-
curred in the state of Wisconsin. :

Approved March 37, 1967.
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